
HON. JOSEPH A. ZAYAS
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

HON. NORMAN ST. GEORGE
FIRST DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

DAVID NOCENT1
COUNSEL

June 02, 2026

Walter T. Mosley
Secretary of State
Department of State
Division of Administrative Rules
One Commerce Plaza
99 Washington Avenue, Suite 650
Albany, New York 12231

Att: Christopher DeMarco

Dear Mr. DeMarco:

This is to certify that the attached is a true copy of the Joint Order of the Departments of
the New York State Supreme Court Appellate Division, dated May 27, 2026, amending,
effective June 1, 2026, Part 1200, Rules 1.0, 7.1, 7.3 and 7.4 (Rules of Professional Conduct) of
Title 22 of the Official Compilation of the Codes, Rules, and Regulations of the State of New
York.

We request, pursuant to Part 9 of the Rules of the Chief Judge [22 NYCRR Part 9], that
this order be published in the State Register.

Very truly yours,

David Nocenti
DN:ns

Attach.

cc: Heather Davis (Via email)
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JOINT ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE
NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURT, APPELLATE DIVISION

The Judicial Departments of the Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme
Court, pursuant to the authority vested in them, do hereby amend Part 1200, Rules 1,0, 7.1, 7.3
and 7.4 (Rules of Professional Conduct) of Title 22 of the Official Compilation of the Codes,
Rules, and Regulations of the State of New York, as follows, effective June 1 2026 (deletions in
strikethrough, and additions underlined).

Rule1.0 of Ilie Rules of Professional Conduct is amended to delete paragraphs(a) and
(c), and those paragraphs are reserved as follows (deletions in strikethrough, and additions
underscored):

Rule 1.0. Terminology

existing;clients or other lawyers.

.it

(c) [Reserved.! "Computer accessed communication" means any communicationicatioh made

related electronic device; including, but not-limited to, web sites, weblogs; search engines,
electronic mail, banner-advertisements, pop-up and pop under-advertisements, chat rooms, list
servers, instant messaging, or other internet presences, and any attachments or links-related
thereto.

* * * * *

Rule 7.1 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and isreplaced
with (i new Rule 7.1 as follows (deletions in strikethrough, and additions underscored):

-(a) A lawyer or law firm shall not use or disseminate or participate in the
dissemination of any advertisement-that:

(1) contains statements or claims that are false, deceptive or misleading; or
(2) violates a Rule.

(b) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (a), an advertisement may include information
as to:
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professional service firm, to the extent permitted by Rule 5.8, and the nature and extent of

admission to any bar; areas of thelaw in which the lawyer or law firm practices; as author-izedby
these Rules; public offices and teaching-positions held; publications of law related matters
authored-by-thelawyer; memberships in-bar associations or other professional societies or

organizations, including offices andcommittee assignments therein; foreign languagefluency;

(1) its dissemination does not violate paragraph (a);

published or disseminated;

(3) it-is-aeeempanied-by the following-disclaimer:“Prior results do not guarantee a
similaroutcome”;-and

pending,-the client gives informed consentConfirmed in writing.
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advertisement in a direotory,- newspaper, magazine or other periodical (and any web-sites-related
thereto), or made in-person pursuant to Rule-7-3(a)(l),shall be labeled "Attomey Advertising"
on the first page, or on the home page in the case of a web site. If thecommunication is in the
form of-a-self-mailing brochure-or-postcard; the words “Attorney Advertising” shall appear
therein. Inthecase of electronic mail, the subject line shall contain the notation
ADVERTISING."

(h) All advertisements shall include the name-principal law office address-and-telephone

clearly-legible and-capableof being-read by the-averageperson,-if written;-and intelligible if

home page.

time-of-fee publication, have-available to the public

retainer for-any-such service. Such legal servicesshali-include-all-those services that are

communitywhere the services

(k) All-advertisements shall be pre approved by the lawyer-or-law firm, and a copy-shall

meaningful and extensive content change, buy in noevent-less-frequently than once every 90
days.

the transaction.

law firm advertises a fixed fee for specified legal services, or performs services described in-a
fee schedule, the lawyer or law firm shall not charge more than the fixed -fee for such-stated-legal
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lessthan-30-days after such broadcast.

(p) All advertisements that contain information about the fees charged by the lawyer or
law firm, including those indicating that in will be charged

(q)-A lawyer may accept employment that-results-from participation in activities designed

write for-publication on legal topi&s-se4ong-as-thelawyer does not undertake to give individual
advice

Rule 7.1. Communications Concerning a Lawyer’s Services

(a) A lawyer shall not make a false or misleading communication about the lawyer or the
lawyer’s services, A communication is false or misleading if it contains a material
misrepresentation of fact or law, or omits a fact necessary to make the statement considered as a
whole not materially misleading.

(B) A lawyer may communicate information regarding the' lawyer’s services through any
media.

(c) A lawyer shall not state or imply that a lawyer is certified as a specialist in a particular
field of law, unless:

(1) the lawyer has been certified as a specialist by an organization that has been approved
by an appropriate authority of the state or the District of Columbia or a U.S. Territory or that has
been accredited by the American Bar Association; and

(2) the, name of the certifying organization is clearly identified in the communication.
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(d) Any communication made under this Rule must include the name and contact
information ofat least one lawyer or law firm responsible for its content.

Rule 7.3 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and is replaced
with a new Rule 7.3 as follows (deletions in striketitrough, and additions underscored):

Rule 7.3. Solicitation and Recommendation of Professional Employment

(v) the lawyer intends or expects, but-does-not disclose,that the Iegal services

lawyer;
(iii) the solicitation involves coercion, duress orharassment;

recipients, or theirfamily members or legalrepresentatives, theprimary purpose of which is the

not includea proposal or other writing preparedand delivered in response to a specific-requests

(c) A solicitation directed to a recipient in this State shall be subject to the following
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(d)-A-written solicitation shall-not bbesent by a-method that requires the recipient-to travel
tto a location otherthan that at which the recipient ordinarily receives business-or personal mail
oortthat-requiresa signature on the-part-of-the recipient.

injury or wrongful deathshall-be disseminated before the 30th-day-after the date of the incident;
unless-a filing must be made-within 30-days of the incident as a legal prerequisite to-the

(h)Any solicitation covered -bythis sectionshall include thename, principal law office

(i) The provisions of this Rule shall apply to a lawyer or members of a law firm not

Rule7.3. Solicitation of Clients

^“Solicitation” or “solicit” denotes a communication initiated by or onbehalfof a
lawyer or law firm that is directed tb a specific person the lawyer knows or reasonably should
know needs legal services in a particular matter and that offers to provide, or reasonably can be
understood as offering to provide, legal services for that matter..

(b) A lawyershall not solicit professional employment by live person-to-person contact
when a significant motive for the lawyer’s doing so is the lawyer’s or law firm’s pecuniary gain,
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unless thecontact is with a:
(1) a lawyer;
(2) a person who has a family, close personal, or prior business or professional

relationship with the lawyer or law firm; or
(3) a person who routinely uses for business purposes the type of legal services offered

by the lawyer;

(c) A lawyer shall hot solicit professional employment even when not otherwise
prohibited by paragraph (a), if;

the target of the solicitation has made known to the lawyer a desire not to be solicited
by the lawyer: or

(2) the solicitation involves coercion, duress or harassment.

(d) This Rule does not prohibit communications authorized by law or ordered by a court
or other tribunal.

(e) Notwithstanding the prohibitions in this Rule, a lawyer may participate with a prepaid
or group legal service plan operated by an organization not owned or directed by the lawyer that
uses live person-to-person contact to enroll members or sell subscriptions for the plan from
persons who are not known to need legal services in a particular matter covered by the plan.

Rule 7.4 of the Rules of Professional Conduct is deleted in its entirety and that
section is reserved as follows (deletions in strikethroughând additions underscored):

Rule 7.4, [Reserved.] Identification of Practiceand Specialty

(c) A lawyer may state-that- the lawyer has been recognized or certified as a sp
only as follows:

authority.”
(2) A lawyer-who is certified as a specialist-in-a-particular-area of law or law-practice by



(3) A statement-is prominently made if:
. .• clearly legible

ef-certification; and

faster, anda level of-audibility no lower,
state-the factof certification.

Dated: May 2 7, 2026

Hon. Dianne T, Renwick
Presiding Justice
First Judicial Department

D.La Salle
Hon. Hector D. LaSalle
Presiding Justice
Second Judicial Department

and capable of being-read-by theaverage pe
larger I than the largest text us

than the cadence and level of audibility

Hon. Elizabeth.A. Garry
Presiding Justice
Third Judicial Department

Hon. Gerald J.Whalen
Presidin4us7c
Fourth JudicialDepartment


